Professor Onkar
Singh Bindra

Prof. Bindra haidls from Village
Mainwan, Tahsil Garhshanker,
Distract Hashdarpur, Punjab, India.
He held scholarships throughout
B.5c. (Honors) Agriculture, Delhi
Uniwersity, 1951, Associateship,
Indian Agricultural Research
Institute, Mew Delhi, 1953, and
Fh.0., University of California,
Berkeley, 1961,

Prof. Bmdra built a strong
Dept. of Entomaology at the
Punjab Agrecultural Linlwersity,
Lucihiana. His career included
Wisiting Professorship in Migeria
and research on Crop Pest Mgmt.
in projects of the Food and
Agricufture Organization of the
United Matians In Sudan, Liberia
and Indonesia. He is an the Boand
of the Renadssance Sockety, a 920-
memnber C5US-based sodiety for
life-long learning, wihena he s the
‘mught-aﬂ:er Sikh" for his seminars

Prof. Bindra has ensuned
fimancial support for the Punjabd
Foreign Language program at
CEUIS Along with D, Jasbir Kang,
Prof, Bindra helped with the
productian of “Meet the Sikhs’,

a short PESHVIE video. Further,

he obtained approsal from the
Californda Depariment of Education
fowr its wse in public schools as
resource material, and KVIE's
authorization far its use free-of-
charge.

inclusion of Sikh infarmation in
couwrses on religion and in school
texthooks

Basad on his advice he
received approval of the Yuba City
Schiool District for adding Sikh
History 1o the cowrse contents af,
“Survey of World Religions® Prof.
Bindra’s pleas to the California
Department of Education and
publishers has led to inclusion of
Sikh Information in the new schoal
rexthooks,

He has spent much time and
energy to get mone attention to
the Sikh faith at 505, and has
made substantial progress.

1. HRS 71, which includes
sikhism, besides ather Indian
religions, will be a required
COUrse 500N,

2. Two new cowrsas [HRS 170 and
1 7BE) inchede Sikkism and
other Indian refigions.

3. In HRS 140 Exploring Warld
Religions, a course that does
Aot include Sikhism, mdane
students are getting exposed

Dr. Bindra has provided to the Sikh faith,
leadership to the campakgn for
A Marrow

Registration Drive

.. will be held at the festival this year in honor of
Karandeep Singh who died from Leukemia in 2006,
despire a very brave battle. Registering to be a Marrow

donor is even easier and simply involves filling out a
consent form, and giving a cheek cell swab. Karandeep
did not find his own matching donor but his family
hopes that efforts to register more South Asian bone
marrow doners will help save someone else’s life.

For more informaticino visit www.aadp.org or email
asiagaadp.org or call B00-55-DONOR

r

In Honor of
Bhagat Singh
Thind
(1892-1967)

Bhagat Singh Thind [1892-
1967 was born in Punjab and camse
o Armerica in 1973, A vear later, b
was paying his way throwgh the
University aof California at Berkeley
by waorking in an Oregon lumber
il durmg LU vACATIoNS.
When America entened World War
I, he pined the LS, Armry, He was
honaorably discharged an 16th
of Decernber, 1918 and in 1520
applied for U5, citizenship from
the state of Oregon. Since several
applicants from India had thus far
been granted LS, citizenship, he
too was approved by the district
cowrt, Howewer 3 naturalization
examiner appealed this court’s
decisian, and the rest is history,

Feb 10, 1923: Justice
Suthedand ruled “Hindws™ are “alens
ineligible to citizenship®in United
stanes vi, Bhagat Singh Thind (361
US 20a)

What is less wiell-knowen is that
Bhagat Singh Thind remained in

the L5, campleted his Ph.D., and
defivered lectures im metaphysics all
acrods the naticn, Basing his ledsans
omn Sikh philosophy, e enriched

hiis teaching with references to the
scriptures of several religions and
the wiork of Emerson, Whitrman,

and Thoreaw, He campaigned
actively fior the independence of
Irdia from the British Empire, and
healped Indian studbents in amy way
he2 could. In 1931, he marred Vivian
Davies and they had a son, David,
to whom several of his 15 books are
checlicatied,

“You must never b limited by
external authority, whether it be
vested in a church, man, ar book. i
i% yaur right 1o question, challenge,
and immestigate”

lranically, Dr. Thind applied
for and received L5 citizanship
through the state of Mew York
wiithin a few years of being turmed
charven by the LS. Supreme Court,

Bhagar Singh Thimd was ome of the
first Sikhs b serve in the LS Ay
i W

Daid Thind (right), son of
Bhagat Singh Thind will be an
hanored guest an the Punjabi
American Festival on May 28.

Dureid Thind, son af Bhagar Singh
Thirg,

Joseph Langdell, Pearl Harbor Veteran

| Joseph Langdell is an
accomiplished man. He is a retired

| Yuba City resident — and an
: honored Vieteran.
Graduating from Bostan

| Uniwersity im 1938 with a Bachelor
| of Science degree in Business
| Administraiton, Me, Langdell jpined

the: Boston firm of Elliatt Davis and
Company, Certified Accountants
&% & Junior Accountant. But that
didn't last lomg. With the douds
of war looming ahead, he joined
thee V-7 Maval Rasernse program.
Alfver a 30-day cruise aboand the
USS Mew York, as an apprentice
sEaman he was appointed a
Midshipmen at the L5 Naval
Reserog’s Midshiprmen's School,
Morthwestern University, Chicago.
On Decermnber 7, 19471, Jog was
awakened by the sounds of the
Japanese surprise attack Rushing
outside, he witnessed the ARIZOMNA
sink in just nine minutes. 1,177
sallors and Marines lost their lives
aboeard the ship; 335 sureived.,
Ensign Landell and others helped
the Survivors 1o d hodgital, 10

days later Ensiogn Langdr:ll |l
a team of 15 men assigned the
gruesome task of recovering
bodies from the ship's decks.
Mr. Langdell currently
resides i Yuba City with his
wile, He has been an active
charter member of the U55
Arizona Reunion Association
since 19497, At some time he has
hEld every elective offce except
Board of Directors. The group
maets yearly, He maintaing a
Life membership in the Pearl
Harbor Survieors Assodiation,
kr. Langdell is one of three
principal l’lgurﬂ. in the television
docwmentry, “LISS Arizona: Life
and Death ol & Lady which aired
on the AKE cable network in
1991 and 1992,
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